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few have been introduced to your notice on a former
occaficn. By fome of them the Goran was read ancl
explained for two hours, when the holy men retired*
after obfcrving the lame routine of refpeflful forma-
lilies by \\hich they were introduced: by this you
are not to underftand, that, like fervile courtiers,
they paid their obeifance ; they were met at the en-
trance with profound refpect by the viceroy, and
one of them placed on a mufnud directly oppofite to
hit* o\\n.

So incredible m the power of cuftom, that even
the decorous habits of Aliverdi Khan, could not
conquer a practice of introducing at court a fet of
buffoons and jeflers, common in India *. After a
fhort converfation on the news of the day, which
was fupported by the opulent merchants and others,
thefe men were introduced, who bandied about a-
mongft each other the coarfeft ribbaldry, and moft
indelicate farcafms, to the great entertainment of the
dignified perfotis \*ho were their hearers. Thefe
jefters were called hermaphrodites, (Hedjra) aaef had
merited the appellation by means the moft unnatural,
and for purpofes not to be defcribed*

* These are ordered to be kept by the magistrates, in the *
$acred volumes : *c He shall retain in his service a great nuifc-
'bfet of buffoons, or parasites, jesters and dancers, and athletics j
*tt^ he shall render all Ms servants contented
Vltle Gcntoo Laws, p, 228*